Cortical biopsy results in Alzheimer's disease: correlation with cognitive deficits.
Neuropsychologic and pathologic data are presented for a group of 11 patients with a clinical diagnosis of probable Alzheimer's disease (AD) according to recently proposed criteria. In all cases, the diagnosis was verified by cortical biopsy. In addition, increased cortical plaque counts were associated with greater deficits in language production and comprehension and poorer performance on an index of global mental status. These results suggest that a clinical diagnosis of AD is very accurate when patient selection is restricted to typical cases and that language deficits may provide a useful indicator of severity of disease in AD patients.